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“At the opening of the period of globalization, at about 1000 AD, the nearest .5
approximation to a worldwide political order was the Muslim world. Its origins
lay in the Arab conquest of the seventh century, and its binding force was Islam.
At the time it ranged from Spain and Morocco, through Damascus, Cairo and
Baghdad, to Persia and North India; in the centuries that followed; it reached as
far as the Indonesian islands, and Central and East Africa. Even by comparison
with medieval Europe, it was a prosperous, productive and culturally rich world.
Its cities, Baghdad and Cairo, were cosmopolitan and populous, as well as being
centers of artistic and literary creation. Its scholars and scientists were the true
successors of Greek learning, while its universities predated Europe’s by at least
a century. After 1500, the Moslem world was strategically outflanked by
European naval operations, and its vitality continued to decline, while Islam
continued to gain adherents in Asia and Africa” The Globalization
Transformations Reader, ed. by: David Held & Anthony McGrew, Polity Press
(Cambridge UK 2001).p.49.
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There have always been two ways of looking for truth. One is to find concepts, “
which are beyond challenge (critique), because they are held by faith or by
authority or the conviction that they are self-evident. This is the mystic
submission to truth which the East has chosen, and which dominated the
axiomatic thought of the scholars of the Middle Ages. So St. Thomas Aquinas
holds that faith is higher guide to truth than knowledge is. The master of
medieval science puts science firmly into second place. But long before Aquinas
wrote, Peter Abelard had already challenged the whole notion that there are
concepts which can only be felt by faith or authority. All truth, even the highest,
is accessible to test, said Abelard “By doubting we are led to inquire, and by
inquiry we perceive the truth”. The words might have been written five hundred
years later by Descartes, and would have been a recipe for the Scientific
Revolution. The Scientific Revolution begins when Copernicus implied the
holder proposition that there is another work of God to which we my appeal even
beyond this: the great work of nature. “No absolute statement is allowed to be out
of reach of the test, that its consequences must conform to the facts of nature’ as
Galileo said”. (Brondwski, Jacob: Science and Human Values, Harper Torch
books, New York 1975 p. 45).
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27 Toynbee, Arnold J: Study of History, Oxford University Press (London )P 34.
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